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Shallinder Kaur, Arvind pathak
Sultanpur lodhi, July 4
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With growing awareness and
adoption of  Agriculture
Infrastructure Fund scheme
In the district, as many as 236
projects worth Rs, 15647
crore have been sanctioned
by different participating
banks under the scheme. The
sanctioned amount for these
projects Is worth Rs, 105.26
crore. The trend of signifi-
cant increase in the projects
under Agriculture
Infrastructure Fund (AIF) In
district is outcome of effica-
clous awareness resulting in
adoption of scheme by the
progressive farmers and agri-
entreprensurs acroas district
as the number of sanctioned
projects w 51 till March
31, 2023 wedd by 189 by
March 31, 2024, Disclosing

this, Horticulture
Department’s Director
Shailinder Ka sald that
Punjab is continuously lead-
ing in the AIF Scheme, with
securing the top position in
India for the maximum mum-
ber ol sanctloned projects.
She said it is also matter of
pride that nine of the top ten
districts across the country
for sanctioned projects are
fromn Punjab. She sald that
the beneficiaries of the
scheme recelve a 3% interest
subvention on term loans up
to s, 2 crores for a period of

Punjab leads in AIF across country, 236 projects
worth over Rs. 156 sanctioned in Kapurthala

interest rate capped at 9%
The AIF Scheme can be com-
bined with other state and
central subsidies/schemes,
and projects also  benefit
from the CGTMSE Scheme,
she added. The Director also
pointed out that the AIF
scheme encompassed major
projects  included Custom
Hiring Centers, solar panels
on existing infrastructure,
primary processing centers,
sorting grading units, and
cold stores, She mentioned
that the top five banks In
terms of sanctioned applica-
tions are State Bank of India
(61), Punjab Gramin Bank
(46), Punjab National Bank
(30}, Bank of Indla (25), and
Union Bank of India (25). The
first quarter of the current
fiscal year has been excep-
tional for Kapurthala district
under the AIF Scheme as the
district registered a massive
increase in such projects
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